Grading Procedures

Participation in Class, Rehearsals, & Performances:  50%

Developmental Workbook:  25%

Written, Listening, & Sight Reading Tests:  25%

Class Supplies

1 three-ring binder (1 inch), 5 page dividers, 

pencil, paper, & highlighter

Performances


By allowing your child to enroll in choir, Kirby JH expects full participation in all performances.  Each performance will be treated as a participation grade.  If the performance is missed for any reason, a note from the parent/guardian must be turned in to the director by the end of the next school day your child is in attendance, or a grade of “0” will stand.  If the note is received, the student will be given a written make up assignment to be completed before class the next day.  If the assignment is not turned in on time, a grade of “0” will stand.  Please understand that in order to be fair to all students, there will be no exceptions!

After School Rehearsals


In addition to class rehearsals, it is necessary for all classes to combine for full choir rehearsals.  Mandatory after school rehearsals will be held once or twice a month.  You will receive a schedule as soon as it is available.  The same rules and grading procedures apply to these rehearsals.


Students auditioning for All Region Choir, competing in UIL Solo/Ensemble, or UIL Choir Concert/Sightreading Contests will be required to attend additional after school rehearsals.  Failure to attend may result in removal from the competition.  Also, no refunds may be given after a student is entered in a contest.

Uniforms

· 6th-8th Grade Choir:  Choir T-Shirt with denim shorts/jeans (depending on the season), & tennis shoes.

· UIL Choir:  In addition to the above uniform, UIL Contests require more formal attire.  This will consist of a Choir polo shirt, black dress pants, & black shoes.  

· Choir sweat shirts may also be purchased. These are NOT mandatory, and will not be worn for performances.
Choir Fees

Choir Club Fee

6th-8th grade choir:  $10.00

(membership will include a choir t-shirt)

UIL Choir:  $10.00 per semester
(membership will include a choir t-shirt 1st semester
& a polo shirt 2nd semester)

*Optional sweat shirts may also be purchased for $10.00
Contests

Fees will be required for the following contests:

UIL Solo/Ensemble 

(audition fee & pianist fee)

All Region Choir Auditions

(audition fee & music fee)

Spring Trip

Date:  TBA (May 2012)
*If you have any questions regarding fees, please contact Mrs. Coons.

Scholarship Program

     Scholarships will be available through the choir activities account for students needing assistance with trip & contest fees.  Criteria for scholarships are as follows:

· Student & Parent/Guardian must fill out Scholarship Application 2 weeks prior to event for approval.

· Student must maintain academic eligibility.

· Student must receive conduct grades of A in all classes.  Students must follow ALL of the Choir Responsibilities on previous page.

Eligibility

Every student is responsible for ensuring they maintain academic eligibility by passing all of their classes.
· UIL Choir students must be passing all classes at the end of each 6 weeks to participate in performances during school and competitions.  Students who are ineligible at the 6 weeks may be placed on probation until grades are passing.  If a student is still failing at the end of the next 6 weeks, he/she may be removed from UIL Choir.

· 6th-8th Grade Choir students must also be passing at the 6 weeks.  Consecutive failures will result in ineligibility to attend trips during school and the end of the year choir trip.
Participation

In order to maintain their choir grade and participate in the end of year trip, all students are required to participate in the following:
· 6th-8th Grade Choir:
-All scheduled rehearsals & concerts


· UIL Choir:

-All scheduled rehearsals & concerts

-UIL Concert/Sightreading Competition

-All Region Choir Auditions OR

 UIL Solo/Ensemble Competition

Booster Club

Our choir has been very fortunate to have a wonderful group of parents support us over the past few years.  Unfortunately, MANY of those families have moved on to high school leaving us with a great need for new parents.  Our booster club is responsible for many of the fun things our kids get to do each year.  We would LOVE to add you to our group!  We will have a short meeting at 6:15pm on Meet the Teacher Night Tuesday, Sept. 6th.  PLEASE consider joining us in doing all we can to make sure our choir students have the best year ever!  If you cannot attend the meeting but would like to join, please let me know & I’ll add you to the list!  Thanks so much for all you do for us!

Code of Conduct

All parents and students need to be aware that a new Extra-Curricular Code of Conduct is in place.  This Code deals with Truancy, Alcohol and Illegal Drugs, Criminal Conduct, and the consequences for involvement in any of the above.  Please note that it is a choral requirement to abide by the Code, and failure to do so will result in being unable to participate in extra-curricular activities and other consequences.  This Code is available to everyone on the WFISD website, and we will provide a hardcopy upon request.
Choir Fundraisers


Kirby Choir will participate in 1 fundraiser each semester.  These fundraisers will last for 2 weeks.  This is a vital part of our organization’s survival!  Below is a description of each fundraiser, & what the money earned will be used for.


Fall Semester:  Christmas Gift Brochures

Brochures will contain holiday & all-occasion gift items.  Students will take orders, collect money, & deliver products.  Profits made will be placed in the Choir Boosters account.  This account provides funds for the following:

· Student scholarships for contest fees

· Buses & chaperones for trips & performances

· Piano accompanist fees

· Incentives for students (pizza parties, prizes, etc.)

· Choral music supplies & materials

Spring Semester:  Popcorn Sales

Students will bring home bags of gourmet popcorn in various flavors to sell.  All proceeds will go towards the students’ cost for the end of the year trip.

A Note to Parents/Guardians

     As with any school activity, communication with parents is essential.  If a situation arises that needs your attention, I will contact you immediately.  Hopefully, we can find a solution together.  Feel free to contact me with any problems or questions.  I will do everything I can to assist you.  Cooperation is the key to your child’s success!

     Parents/Guardians are encouraged to attend choir functions as guest or chaperones.  We must have 1 adult for every 8 students when we leave campus.  If you would like to volunteer, please let me know.  Your help would be greatly appreciated!








Sincerely,








Melanie Coons








mcoons@wfisd.net







235-1113
Please complete attached form & return by Friday, Sept. 9th.
Club Fees are due no later than Friday, Sept. 30th.

Uniform Order Form

(Please return form by Friday, Sept. 9th.  Shirt $ is due Sept. 30th.)

· 6th-8th Grade Choir Club Fee:  $10.00

Choir T-Shirt    Youth     

M




Adult

S
M
L
XL
XXL







(please circle size)
· UIL Choir Club Fee:  $10.00 per semester
Choir T-Shirt
Youth     

M


& Polo Shirt


Adult

S
M
L
XL
XXL




(please circle size)
Sweat Shirt (Optional)  
Youth   

M




Adult
S
M
L
XL
XXL

(please circle size)
Please make all checks payable to Kirby Choir.

Student/Parent Contract


I have read and understand all the rules and responsibilities of the KJH Choir.  I agree to abide by these rules.  I understand that failure to abide will result in the appropriate consequence (infractions, ineligibility, failing grade, removal from choir).  I promise to be an excellent representative of the choir at all times. I have read and will abide by the WFISD Extra-curricular Code of Conduct.
Student Signature__________________________________________


I have read and understand all the rules and responsibilities of the KJH Choir.  I understand the consequences my child will face if he/she fails to abide by these rules.  I understand that my child must attend all rehearsals and performances for a grade.  I understand the process for make up work if my child is unable to attend.  I understand that a choir t-shirt must be purchased in order for my child to perform.  I have read and will ensure my child will abide by the WFISD Extra-curricular Code of Conduct.
My child
may

may not
participate in the fundraisers.

     (circle one)

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________

Phone Number____________________________________________
Email___________________________________________________
